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Abstract

The lack of security, political dependencies, the formation, and the increase in
environmental problems are the main reasons for changing the approach to energy supply
from fossil fuels to renewable energies. This alteration requires financial support for the
extraction of renewable energies. Foreign direct investment, investment in research and
development, and financial market development are among the Financing methods that also
impact the consumption of renewable energies. This study aims to assess the impact of
these financing methods on the consumption of renewable energies across 26 developing
countries during the period from 2008 to 2019. Findings from panel model estimations
indicate that foreign direct investment and investment in research and development have a
positive and significant effect on the consumption of renewable energy, while the
development of financial markets does not have a significant effect on the consumption of
renewable energies. Based on the results, since the defined methods of financing do not
have an adverse effect on renewable energy consumption, it is recommended that the
government, to guarantee the indicators of the nation's welfare, including environmental
quality, put the laws covering these financing methods in the main plan and support.

Introduction

In recent years, with population growth and technological advancements, energy
consumption has increased, and this growing demand may lead to energy shortages and
environmental crises. Many researchers are seeking factors that influence energy
consumption to better manage it. One of the best strategies for managing energy
consumption and reducing environmental problems is to use renewable energy sources
instead of fossil fuels.

Financial support is one of the prominent factors in the development of the renewable
energy industry. This industry, in its early stages of development, requires substantial
investments in infrastructure, equipment, and training. Technologies related to renewable
energies need continuous upgrades to reduce production costs. Although financial
support is received from the government in the early stages, further development requires
more financial channels.
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In developing countries, the exploitation of energy resources depends on financial
conditions. Without proper financial forecasting and planning, it is not possible to
implement investment projects.

The three main methods of financing energy projects are:

1. Financial Development: Financial development can enhance energy consumption
by reducing credit costs for consumers and increasing production by companies.
However, some researchers believe that financial development can reduce energy
consumption because companies improve energy productivity to save costs.

2. Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): FDI can lead to technological advancement
and increased energy efficiency, thereby reducing energy consumption. It can also shift
the economic structure of countries from agriculture to industry, leading to increased
energy consumption.

3. Investment in Research and Development (R&D): R&D can act as an
alternative to financing investments in renewable energies. Investments in R&D have a
direct impact on energy consumption, and the utilization of renewable energy resources
depends on technological advancements.

This study examines the impact of these financing methods on the consumption of
renewable energies in 26 developing countries during the period from 2008 to 2019.

Methods and Material
The regression equation is as follows:

(1) ERy = a+ pFDI + ,SMC;y + B3R&D;; + BL,GDPy + BsURB;, + B¢ CO2; + &

The explanatory variables in the regression equation include ER (per capita
consumption of renewable energy in kilowatt-hours), FDI (net foreign direct
investment flows as a ratio to gross domestic product), SMC (stock market
capitalization as a share of gross domestic product), and R&D (investment in research
and development). Control variables entered into the model are GDP (per capita gross
domestic product at constant 2015 prices), URB (urbanization rate, the proportion of
urban population to total population), and CO2 (per capita carbon dioxide emissions).
Data sources for variables such as FDI, SMC, GDP, URB, and CO2 are derived from
World Development Indicators, while data for the REC are sourced from the Energy
Information Administration. Additionally, statistical information for the R&D has
been collected from the Technology and Innovation Database, normalized between
zero and one.

To estimate the model, we first use the F-Limer test to choose between the mixed
model and the individual effects model. The null hypothesis of the F-Limer test
suggests that the intercepts across different periods are the same. In the mixed model,
the intercept is the same for all periods, whereas in the individual effects model, the
intercepts differ for at least one period. The individual effects model is divided into
two categories: fixed and random effects. In the fixed effects model, there is a
correlation between individual effects and explanatory variables, whereas in the
random effects model, there is no correlation between individual effects and
explanatory variables. The choice between the random effects model and the fixed
effects model is made using the Hausman test.

Results and Discussion
Results of the model estimation are reported in Table (1):
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Table 1 The results of the ianel model

FDI 12.95762 2.5 0.012
SMC -0.0915262 -0.23 0.817
R&D 1096.947 6.24 0.000
GDP 0.21945 10.16 0.000
URB 23.495 6.05 0.000
C0o2 -210.0826 -9.09 0.000

The results of the estimation indicate that foreign direct investment and research and
development expenditure have a positive and significant effect on the consumption of
renewable energies. In fact, foreign investment and allocation of resources for the
development and utilization of renewable energy sources such as wind, solar, and
hydroelectric power lead to increased production of clean energy and reduced reliance on
non-renewable resources like oil, gas, and coal. Moreover, this type of investment serves as
an exchange solution for reducing air pollution, preserving the environment, and
conserving natural resources. According to the findings, an increase in per capita GDP and
urbanization rates should lead to higher consumption of renewable energy. Given that
renewable energy plays a crucial role in improving environmental quality and reducing
environmental pollution, economic growth can act as a catalyst for developing renewable
energy resources and increasing investment in renewable energy-producing companies. On
the other hand, public awareness and knowledge about reducing non-renewable energy
consumption and transitioning towards renewable energy increase at higher urbanization
levels. The results also indicate that an increase in per capita carbon dioxide emissions
leads to a decrease in the consumption of renewable energies, reflecting reduced biomass
production as a renewable energy source due to increased carbon dioxide emissions.

Conclusion

Findings indicate that foreign direct investment and investment in research and
development have a positive and significant effect on the consumption of renewable
energy, while the development of financial markets does not have a significant effect on
the consumption of renewable energies. According to the results, these financing
methods do not have adverse effects on the consumption of renewable energy. Therefore,
the government should incorporate laws that encompass research variables into its major
programs and support, aiming to ensure national welfare indicators such as increased
economic growth and environmental quality. On the other hand, it should be noted that
increasing the use of renewable energy is desirable as long as it effectively replaces
fossil fuels; thus, the goal is the optimal and efficient use of renewable energy.
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1. Westerlund Cointegration Test
2. Panel tobin
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1. Smooth Transition Regression (STR)
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1. Pooled mean group (PMG)
2. Fully Modified Ordinary Least Square (FMOLS)
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3. Rebound Effect (RE)
4. Zhao & Zhang
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1. World Development Indicator (WDI)

2. Energy Information Administration (EIA)
3. Ttechnology and Innovation Report

4. Levin, Lin & Chu (LLC)
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1. Wooldridge Test
2. Likelihood Ratio Test
3. Feasible generalized least squares (FGLS)
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